Susan Roth

5514 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

(206) 528-3764

susanrr@gmail.com

President Alfred H. Bloom
Swarthmore College
500 College Avenue
Swarthmore, PA 19081

Dear President Bloom,

With the Board of Manager’s decision on a living wage at Swarthmore fast approaching in December, I am happy to hear about your tentative commitment to a wage increase to $10.72 for the workers at Swarthmore, and hope that your words materialize into concrete action.  The proposal that you have created thus far isn’t adequate to meet the needs of the workers at the college.  In fact, it costs only about $54,000 annually—and for an important new project at Swarthmore, that is a pittance.  To an outside observer, it looks as if you are trying to sweep the entire issue under the rug.  I urge you to use your position of power to make real, rather than token, changes in the lives of the college’s lowest paid employees.  

In addition to a wage increase, I am writing in support of the full recommendation of the college’s Ad Hoc Committee on a Living Wage, including the health and childcare packages as recommended, an institutional commitment to maintaining a living wage tied to the cost of living in the future, and decompression of the wage increase.

As an alum of Swarthmore College, I am making the additional commitment to support the Swarthmore College Living Wage and Democracy Campaign in any action, including direct action, that they see fit in forwarding the goal of economic justice at the college. I hope that you make the right decision to support the workers of the college and ultimately the needs of the college community as a whole in supporting the Ad Hoc Committee’s proposal.

You spoke so movingly at our graduation in May about Swarthmore’s commitment to social justice, about your concern for the growing economic gap between rich and poor in this country.  It is time Swarthmore put its money where its mouth is.  It is time for a real living wage.

Thank you for your time.  I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this important issue.



Sincerely,


Susan Roth ’04

